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New fire danger rating system to keep communities safe this bush
fire season

A new and nationally consistent bush fire danger rating system will start across Australia
from tomorrow, providing clearer and more accurate information to communities at risk of
bush fire.

The Australian Fire Danger Rating System brings together the latest science and knowledge
of fire behaviour, is supported by extensive community research, and is the most significant
change to the fire danger rating system in more than 50 years.

Under the previous system, fire danger ratings were based on only bush and grass. The new
system uses eight different types of vegetation, which have been mapped across the entire
country.

The display of daily ratings has been simplified. From tomorrow, four levels of fire danger
rating will be used, with simple actions for the community to take at each level.

o Moderate (Green) — Plan and prepare

e High (Yellow) — Be ready to act

o Extreme (Orange) — Take action now to protect life and property
e Catastrophic (Red) — For your survival, leave bush fire risk areas

Fire danger ratings are used to communicate the consequences of a fire, if one was to start.
On days when there is minimal risk, ‘No rating’ will be used.

The AFDRS development has been led by the NSW Government through the NSW Rural
Fire Service, in partnership with AFAC (Australasian Fire and Emergency Services
Authorities Council) and the Bureau of Meteorology. The project has been jointly funded by
States/Territories and the Commonwealth government.

RFS Commissioner Rob Rogers said the new system will provide clearer advice to the
community.

“Across Australia, we have seen the devastating impact that fires can have on communities,
and the new fire danger rating system will give people living, working and travelling in bush
fire prone areas clearer and more accurate information about the risk they face.

“The new ratings will be displayed in communities across the country from tomorrow, such as
on websites, smartphone apps, social media and on roadside signs”.

AFAC Chief Executive Officer Rob Webb said the delivery of the AFDRS is the result of
extensive collaboration, development and testing.

“The new system is a nationally significant project, using the expertise in fire and emergency
services across the country.
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“For the community, this collaboration means no matter where you live or travel across
Australia, you’ll see and hear the same descriptions around fire risk, and know what to do.”

Director General Emergency Management Australia Joe Buffone said the Australian
Government is committed to helping communities to be better prepared for future bush fire
emergencies through initiatives like the new AFDRS.

“As a nation we know how susceptible we are to bush fires, and it’s crucial that our
communities, and career and volunteer first responders, are supported by the latest
information and tools needed to protect lives and property.

“Bush fires affect everybody, wherever they may reside, climate change has increased the
frequency and intensity of disaster, we need to ensure our communities are informed and
ready to take decisive action when a bush fire threat approaches.”

Bureau of Meteorology Hazard Preparedness and Response National Manager, Nina
Bowbridge said the AFDRS uses the latest science to give fire managers and the community
more reliable rating forecasts.

“The Australian Fire Danger Rating System calculates fire danger at a finer geographic scale
than ever before, providing more specific and relevant information.

“By using more vegetation types, fire danger ratings better represent the diverse landscapes
across Australia and the risk faced by communities.”

The rollout of the AFDRS is supported by an education campaign, including an advertising
campaign developed by the NSW RFS and funded by the Australian Government.

The campaign features firefighters who were involved in protecting communities during the
2019-20 fire season and carries the simple message of “Know the changes, they could save
your life”.

Editors note

e Video news grabs will be available with representatives from states and territories
following the media conference. Contact media@rfs.nsw.gov.au for access.

o Copies of the advertising campaign are available here.

o Footage of new Fire Danger Rating signage is available here.
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mailto:media@rfs.nsw.gov.au
https://youtu.be/hZ4an7U2tb0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6yzb9q5fxvd0jse/AFDRS%202.mp4?dl=0

